






ELACC4RI6 - Compare and contrast firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the differences in focus and the 
information provided. 
ELACC4RL6 - Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first and 
third-person narrations. 
 

 
 

POINT OF VIEW is the angle from  
which the story or text is written. 

 
Fictional texts are made up stories with characters. A story told 
from the main character's point of view uses first-person point of 
view. A story written in first-person point of view will have 
pronouns such as I, me, we, and my. The author often uses this 
point of view to let us know what the character is thinking and 
feeling. 
 
Example: I slowly opened my closet  
door to look for monsters. 
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ELACC4RL6 - Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first and 
third-person narrations. 
 

 
 

Non-fiction texts give us facts and information. An event or topic 
based on an author's personal experience is called a first-hand 
account. First-hand accounts often show the author's thoughts 
and feelings on a subject. A first-hand account of an event will 
have pronouns such as I, me, we, and my. 
Autobiographies, diaries, and letters are considered to be first-
hand accounts.  
 
Example: 
Dear Diary, 
Today I saved the world….again. 
  Super Girl 
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story written in third-person point of view will use pronouns such 
as he, she, they, it, its, him, her, his, their, etc. Most fictional texts 
are written in third person. 
 
Example: Super Girl slowly opened her closet door to look for 
monsters.  She was ready with her sonic ray gun 
 just in case. 
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information provided. 
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Non-fiction texts give us facts and information. An event or topic 
based on research rather than personal experience is called a 
second-hand account. Encyclopedia entries, biographies and 
textbooks are considered to be second-hand accounts. The 
author may use pronouns such as he, she, they, it, its, him, her, 
his, their, etc. Most  non-fiction texts are second-hand accounts. 
 
Example: 
The planet, Uranus, spins on its side. 
 It is the seventh planet from the sun. 
 
 
 
 
 



If you do not have access to www.studyisland.com, then go 
to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OGMlrRSALY for a 
free 5 min. video clip. 

 

http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OGMlrRSALY
https://www67.studyisland.com/cfw/content/show-lesson/b818505a?CFID=14177816&CFTOKEN=54666910&packID=ab3f50
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Click on the link below to look at a firsthand and a secondhand 
account of events on the Oregon Trail. 

http://mhschool.com/lead_21/grade4/ccslh_g4_ri_2_2d_l1.html
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Let's go over our independent 
practice. Don't forget to look at 
our nonfiction texts as we read 
today! Look to see if the text is a 
first-hand account or a second-
hand account. 
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http://www.hq.nasa.gov/alsj/a11/a11.step.html


http://siarchives.si.edu/history/exhibits/documents/deathoflincolnpg1.htm


Shazzam! I think you’ve 
got this. Now, let’s see 
how you do on the 
independent practice! 



Let's go over our independent 
practice. Don't forget to look at 
our nonfiction texts as we read 
today! Look to see if the text is a 
first-hand account or a second-
hand account. 







http://www.scholastic.com/scopemagazine/Videos.html
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http://www.solarviews.com/eng/apo11.htm


http://www.npr.org/blogs/krulwich/2010/12/08/131910930/neil-armstrong-talks-about-the-first-moon-walk


http://www.thinkport.org/Tools/ContentViewer/ContentPreview.aspx?ContentID=516467ce-8926-4dde-93be-4b3ffe99341f
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