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Expository Writing – To Explain Why

Students will write multiple paragraphs relating a personal choice or an opinion and reasons for
that choice or opinion.

Example prompt:
Everyone has a favorite holiday.  Think about the holiday you enjoy more than any other one.  Tell
what your favorite holiday is and explain why.

 The opening paragraph will make a statement of choice or stance and either name or refer
to supporting reasons. The purpose of the opening paragraph is to catch the reader’s
attention and to relate what the writing is about in a thesis statement.  (3-5 sentences)

 Each middle paragraph will have a topic sentence that states the reason and five to seven
supporting details for that reason in the form of explanations, examples, and other
elaboration techniques, such as cause-effect, comparison-contrast, experiences, narration,
or description.

 The closing paragraph will summarize the stance or opinion. Expository writing should
end with a summary related to what has been written.

 Transition words will be used at the beginning of each paragraph as well as within the
paragraphs to “move” the writing logically.

Step 1: Read the prompt carefully.

Step 2: Brainstorm using a thinking map.

Step 3: Select your three best reasons to support your choice or stance.

Step 4: Write your three best reasons in order of importance on a flee map (topic sentence 1 -3
boxes).

Step 5: Using a flee map, write your opening paragraph (introduction) that tells your choice and
mentions that you have reasons for your choice. Whenever possible you should use an
attention-getting technique to introduce your choice.  This can be done with a startling
fact, a quote from a famous person, a research fact, or a humorous or interesting
anecdote (a short account of an interesting or humorous incident).  After the opening
you should write a thesis statement that clearly states your choice. A good rule of thumb
is to have three to five sentences in the opening paragraph.
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Step 6: The topic sentences (in step 4) for each body paragraph will need to be supported.  On
the flee map, add explanations and examples supporting your reasons.

Step 7: Decide on appropriate transition words and phrases that could be used to move the
reader from one reason to the next reason.  Write these words and phrases on the flee
map.

Step 8: Using the flee map, write your closing paragraph.  The closing paragraph should contain
at least three sentences.  It should tell your choice, restate your reasons for the choice,
and include a closing sentence.

Step 9: Write your rough draft.

Sample:
Jingle bells, Jingle bells, Jingle bells!  Christmas is my favorite holiday.  There are three

reasons why this is true – relatives from far away places, we eat lots of food, and I receive

presents.

My initial reason is that Christmas is the one holiday of the year when my relatives gather

for special moments together.  Relatives from far-away places, like Pennsylvania, come to our

house for the Christmas celebration.  Last year, my grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins

visited for three days, and we enjoyed our fun times and discussions together.

Furthermore, Christmas is a time for filling our stomachs with delicious foods.  Food at

Christmas is not regular food; no, it seems to be so special, like the hands of my mother were

given a new talent on that day.  The smells from roast turkey, cornbread stuffing, green beans,

and red velvet cake reach out and pull us into the kitchen.  My mouth waters at the thought!

The most significant reason why I love Christmas is because of the presents people receive

at this memorable time of year.  I mean every year the gifts are piled high under our tree, and

everyone gets excited.  I never know whether I will receive a book, tennis shoes, cd’s, a cd player,

or a bike.  I also like to give gifts as much as I enjoy receiving them.

Christmas is indeed the best holiday of the year.  Family gatherings, delicious food, and

presents put a smile on everyone’s face.  What a meaningful time of year for young and old alike.



Page 3 of 3 Mealor Expository Writing – To Explain Why

Flee Map for Expository Writing – To Explain Why

Transition word or phrase Transition word or phrase

Paragraph 3:

Topic sentence 2 & supporting details (below)

Paragraph 1:  Introduction (3-5 sentences)

The introduction should include:
A. An attention-getting technique
B. Thesis statement : a one-sentence statement about your choice
C. Name or refer to the supporting reasons

Paragraph 2:

Topic sentence 1 & supporting details (below)

Paragraph 5:  Conclusion (at least 3 sentences)

A. Tell your choice
B. Restate your reasons
C. Closing sentence

Transition word or phrase

Transition
word or
phrase

Paragraph 4:

Topic sentence 3 & supporting details (below)
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